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Southeastern Grasslands are a declining hidden treasure across 23 Southeastern states.

Southeastern grasslands are not like the American Mid-West Grasslands. Grasslands of

the American South consist of nine subtypes not typically associated with being

grasslands. Southeastern grasslands contain so many interesting native perennial plants

beyond grasses. Some of these plants are available for purchase at local garden centers

and nurseries, big box stores and online. Let’s look at two plants often found in

Southeastern Grasslands you can use in your home landscape.
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Black-Eyed Susans

Black-Eyed Susans are in the Rudbeckia genus. The Rudbeckia genus contains 30 species

of annuals, biennials and perennials. The Rudbeckia genus is part of the Asteraceae

family. We are going to talk about one of the faster growing black-eyed susans Rudbeckia

hirta. Rudbeckia hirta can be grown from seed or picked up as a plant at your local

nursery. From seed Rudbeckia hirta sets roots, grows, and blooms in the first season

planted. For this reason, this black-eyed susan is often used in meadow mixes.

Rudbeckia hirta is considered a perennial in Cherokee County. The seeds from this black-

eyed susan fall and sprout easily. These plants are often used in erosion control

situations. Rudbeckia hirta prefers sunshine but will grow in shade. Black-Eyed Susans

are not a picky plant when considering soil. This black-eyed susan is considered a native

plant in the Eastern United States. The common name, black-eyed Susan, is due to a

domed black center surrounded by vivid yellow florets (like a daisy, but with yellow

petals).

Rudbeckia hirta grows to between 2-3 feet tall. The leaves are about 6 inches long, stalks

over 8 inches long and the flower head can have a diameter of 2 to 3 inches. A variety of

birds and insects use black-eyed susans for food. American goldfinches love black-eyed

susan seeds. Butterfly caterpillars using Rudbeckia hirta include gorgone checkerspot

and silvery checkerspot. The Emerald Moth caterpillar uses black-eyed Susan as a host

plant. A variety of bees collect nectar from black-eyed Susans.
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Choosing to include Rudbeckia hirta in your garden will support a large variety of

wildlife and insects. This plant will benefit the environment in multiple ways. The

flowers are showy, wildlife and insects love this plant, and the roots help hold soil in

place.

Prairie Dropseed

Dropseed is in the Sporobolus genus. The Sporobolus genus has about 79 species.

Sporobolus is in the Poaceae (grass) family. This genus of grasses means ‘seed thrower’.

We are going to focus on Prairie Dropseed — Sporobolus heterolepis.

Prairie Dropseed is a slow growing, short, decorative prairie grass. This grass only grows

2-4 feet tall and 2-4 feet wide. Prairie Dropseed provides erosion control due to the

dense fibrous roots. The seed heads extend on two feet above the grass clump on airy

arching spear. The seed heads are delicate in appearance from shades of pinks to tan.

Prairie dropseed is just as interesting in the fall showing off gold tones.

Sporobolus heterolepsis can be used as tall groundcover or border plants. The tufting

nature of prairie dropseed resists flattening by snow and ice. The seeds drop (thus the

name dropseed), and typically do not self sow. Plains Native Americans collected and

ground the seeds into flour for use in cooking.

6/21/26, 9:17 AM GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Southeastern grassland plants for the home landscape | Lifestyle | tribuneledgernews.com

https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/lifestyle/gardening-with-the-masters-southeastern-grassland-plants-for-the-home-landscape/article_c7016f8a-8f5… 3/12

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLSVXkIKqPQnoZOpPjqqgSkjybMLRuuxwFL_NqPau0tKfn2xnEd_pEbKCczNWZKVs525ZRhD9dQfNVoM38vJWts0OeMz_HtBa1VK6_MXrQPnz-HxAETRO_ZPkMXwLPG18mpEzkKNSwjOAQZPe1VFjtZ3LmIt6cA0DhM75NV1xLKXpoG6CZlnSZ-bib3DMrHfaoEIpAtADbK9soJ0PRN4wQwKcajfR6MPbCdQmxuB727sgkbgDp61MkOBcAZ0J1pvE3eaSdCAnABWcT2LIVYH2huxjSH2dGpfJVd_DTfSCrU4xRCA6ZF7mq_KVI3jEWjZZLzBNsN0ivlh_usa-wFg-iwaeX1oGJHgrJae8HNkTJmjnwx1LQ32eXXZag-CxfFQ3JSaDXfmb5qjLDKx9bxgdNMQM3k4ThuNVfM5XwoMWmUHKkZJnt93tPE9--E9RFfmgy6zq0d9lOzWw&sai=AMfl-YRYp0AOxGG07NZVT663QkaV0S9AobpiazQ4HA0s4xMf3mjSmdRM19Tr3PE60KonFNWLHb7NnGtdAGlq-fSSbek9ZjA5lzQDlL6xnJszlMW3XlrpS3qPXa0hE4ZXK3q0DQfmwn8RfyxvFjKLpNzJggkqTJoWhC5vL7Y_Mml7FuJQcr2OqPY4SsSiLc-eO5MsoOh6GVOo8tu7Sfd7J9VGEsc1Ji2c512Pptn2-MXwmWd6CliNetGBvzdepLOLyuRo1CnB2v1wV7xqcLBp_drfEQl3smBBVY5K5kfSQf1JwepAdJJ0ybUEjRzYvCn4GJ9V-ssNTduC_SiWHYzZ5ehGriYQEQPMJws_SNUa_pBz06LJkA7HUTJC0ND9J_EQ0SkUgmlU2yyJhMdS8mNDXsj877lY3iAeZwWpMrWDZBZQeHmaNw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPW-dUiH8ubs&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://hillsidegmc.org/hillsideacademy
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuLSVXkIKqPQnoZOpPjqqgSkjybMLRuuxwFL_NqPau0tKfn2xnEd_pEbKCczNWZKVs525ZRhD9dQfNVoM38vJWts0OeMz_HtBa1VK6_MXrQPnz-HxAETRO_ZPkMXwLPG18mpEzkKNSwjOAQZPe1VFjtZ3LmIt6cA0DhM75NV1xLKXpoG6CZlnSZ-bib3DMrHfaoEIpAtADbK9soJ0PRN4wQwKcajfR6MPbCdQmxuB727sgkbgDp61MkOBcAZ0J1pvE3eaSdCAnABWcT2LIVYH2huxjSH2dGpfJVd_DTfSCrU4xRCA6ZF7mq_KVI3jEWjZZLzBNsN0ivlh_usa-wFg-iwaeX1oGJHgrJae8HNkTJmjnwx1LQ32eXXZag-CxfFQ3JSaDXfmb5qjLDKx9bxgdNMQM3k4ThuNVfM5XwoMWmUHKkZJnt93tPE9--E9RFfmgy6zq0d9lOzWw&sai=AMfl-YRYp0AOxGG07NZVT663QkaV0S9AobpiazQ4HA0s4xMf3mjSmdRM19Tr3PE60KonFNWLHb7NnGtdAGlq-fSSbek9ZjA5lzQDlL6xnJszlMW3XlrpS3qPXa0hE4ZXK3q0DQfmwn8RfyxvFjKLpNzJggkqTJoWhC5vL7Y_Mml7FuJQcr2OqPY4SsSiLc-eO5MsoOh6GVOo8tu7Sfd7J9VGEsc1Ji2c512Pptn2-MXwmWd6CliNetGBvzdepLOLyuRo1CnB2v1wV7xqcLBp_drfEQl3smBBVY5K5kfSQf1JwepAdJJ0ybUEjRzYvCn4GJ9V-ssNTduC_SiWHYzZ5ehGriYQEQPMJws_SNUa_pBz06LJkA7HUTJC0ND9J_EQ0SkUgmlU2yyJhMdS8mNDXsj877lY3iAeZwWpMrWDZBZQeHmaNw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPW-dUiH8ubs&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://hillsidegmc.org/hillsideacademy


This plant feeds and shelters wildlife. Sparrow, juncos, finches, doves and other birds eat

the seeds. Many skipper species use prairie dropseed as a host plant. Native bees use

Sporobolus heterolepsis for nesting materials. Prairie dropseed prefers full sun but will

tolerate periods of shade.

Sporobolus heterolepsis can grow in dry, rocky soils and heavy clay. This plant can

endure drought and limited flooding. Prairie dropseed is not attractive to many insect

pests. Deer ignore this plant. Prairie dropseed can be started from seed but takes a full 4

years to mature. Sporobolus heterolepsis is easy to find as plant plugs at online nurseries

or local native plant nurseries. This plant is very low maintenance. Prairie dropseed

rarely needs splitting.

This plant has similar properties to cacti plants. The grass stores up the sun’s energy

during daylight until nightfall. At night, the energy is converted to stored starches. This

is a native, ornamental looking type grass with many positive attributes for the home

gardener.

Native grassland plants are becoming easier to find for use in the home landscape. The

two plants discussed today are both low-maintenance, not picky about soil type and deer

resistant. Adding native grassland plants contributes to wildlife and insect habitat and

food. Consider adding native grassland plants to your landscape. Happy Gardening!
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Jodi Morgan is one of many UGA Master Gardener Extension Volunteers of Cherokee County. For more

information or questions, contact the Cherokee County Extension Office at 770-721-7803 or for upcoming

seminars follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/cherokeemastergardeners or

cherokeemastergardeners.com.

6/21/26, 9:17 AM GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Southeastern grassland plants for the home landscape | Lifestyle | tribuneledgernews.com

https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/lifestyle/gardening-with-the-masters-southeastern-grassland-plants-for-the-home-landscape/article_c7016f8a-8f5… 5/12

http://www.facebook.com/cherokeemastergardeners
http://cherokeemastergardeners.com/


6/21/26, 9:17 AM GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Southeastern grassland plants for the home landscape | Lifestyle | tribuneledgernews.com

https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/lifestyle/gardening-with-the-masters-southeastern-grassland-plants-for-the-home-landscape/article_c7016f8a-8f5… 6/12



Black-eyed Susan

Special-University of Maine Extension
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Prairie Dropseed

University of Wisconsin Extension
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MORE INFORMATION

GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Identifying birds in your garden
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GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: February tips for maintaining the dormant landscape

GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Seeds - an offer too good to refuse!

GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Early bloomers that herald spring
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GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: Preparing plant beds for spring

GARDENING WITH THE MASTERS: For a versatile native shrub, look no further than Virginia sweetspire
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